If you believe in it or not, it might be useful to read this

typical Feng-Shui compass

Chinese temples, next to the ancient Chinese

imperial tombs, are the best examples of how
Feng Shui principles are applied in buildings.

The Feng Shui of a building has three main
aspects:

1, Auspicious location of a building with respect
to the natural resources.

2, Qualities of a building.

3, Interiors of the building.

Locations

Yet, it is strange that the Chinese would try to
avoid living near a temple. They also avoid
living near religious places and funeral parlours.
Religious buildings would drain off "ch'i" from
your building, while funeral parlour would give
you bad "sha".

Remedy: Entrances of homes should not face
nearby religious buildings or funeral parlours.

Towering buildings are said to be bad Feng Shui for adjoining smaller buildings through
absorbing all and blocking off "ch'i" from entering into the smaller buildings. Lower floors of the
smaller building often get less sunlight and are especially bad "ch'i". Remedy: Put a "Pakua"
mirror at the window facing the tall building. A convex mirror is especially good as it distorts the
tall building into a smaller size.

Trading shops should be located where "ch'i" easily enter. Good locations are where people would
slow down, like at corners. People tend to rush pass in between locations - the remedy is
obvious, put up something to attract people's attention and slow them down.

Plot Shapes

A square or rectangular plot is the best balanced plot for a house.

Plots with narrower fronts mean occupants' future will become narrower and narrower. Remedy:
Use flowers or brick oath to create a curve at the front so that the plot looks like a money-bag.
The south side should be open to receive the sun [the Four Heraldic Animals principle].

A large plot can have its backyard slightly higher than the front. But for a small plot, a raised
back would mean the "ch'i" would flow down too fast, bringing misfortunes to the inhabitants.
Remedy: place a lamppost at the lower end to trap and hold back the "ch'i" .

In a large plot, the house should be central, so that there is balance. Remedy: If the house is too
far in the front or rear, put a tree or lamppost at the opposite end to balance the plot

The Driveway

A smooth meandering driveway, like a semi-circular driveway, to the door of the house is best
Circular driveways are very good. Plant flowers in the centers to increase further the wealth.

A fork like driveway from the door means father and son will quarell. Remedy: place red bricks or
paint red dots on the path from the driveway to the door.

A driveway which narrows as it leaves the house is bad. Remedy: place posts or lampposts on
both sides of the narrow end.

A narrow driveway restricts the wealth of the family. Remedy: widen the path.

The Entrance

"Door at the east, dragon brings pearl;

door at the west, tiger waiting to eat you".

Neither have an entrance facing north-east, which is the devil's gate. The home is a fortress and
therefore its entrance, through which friends or enemies may pass, is an important feature of the
Feng Shui of a building. The best entrance is located in the centre. Based on the principle that
"Demons travel in straight lines" screens are placed inside doorways as shields against entry of
evil influences.



A talisman may be placed over the doorstep to ward off evil. The "Pakua" with its central mirror
is a popular door device to ward off evil. [However, the actual purpose of the "Pakua" is a "Eight
Members Family principle" to ensure family harmony, which brings resultant blessings and makes
the home a "sacred" place. The unity of the family is also the best weapon against the entry of
evil] Entrance should be wide enough to welcome in "ch'i". It should not face blocking things like
a tree or column.

Rooms Arrangements
The ancient Chinese home has an internal often central courtyard, a feature still remaining as an
air well in modern homes. Rooms are arranged around the courtyard according to the principle of
the "Ming Tang". The original "Ming Tang" is described in Confucius' "Li Chi", where the emperor
would rotate to stay in each part of the twelve parts of the building according to the time of the
12 months of the year.

This "Ming Tang" principle is also equivalent to the "Pakua" eight sided pattern for the home,
where the entrance side is taken to denote the "northern boundary" and the opposite inner wall
the "southern boundary". The eight sectors s
represent different aspects of career and family S ———— *».%
status as follows: s
Northern boundary
Centre = career

Right (west) = helpers
Left (east) = knowledge
Southern boundary
Centre = fame

Right (west) = marriage
Left (east) = wealth

uapiy

Eastern boundary, centre = family
Western boundary, centre = children

House Layout Shapes

The best house layout shapes are circular,
square, rectangular or armchair.

In the ill-shaped house, there is often a core
which is balanced. Those parts who jut out, thus causing the ill-shapes, are "out of the house"
and have bad "ch'i". People staying too long in these "out of the house" sections do not feel like
being at home and will have both family and financial problems .

Ill-shapes include boot or knife shapes, where sleeping along the sole or sharp edges would be
bad. The bad "ch'i" could be countered by placing a mirror along the opposite edges.

Irregular shapes could be rectified by the principle of chr-sur" which uses bright "ch'i" drawing
devices to "extend the house to the correct shapes.

House fronts must be wider than the backs for "ch'i" to flow in. Otherwise, the reverse shape
would mean "ch'i" will flow out and the house would be unlucky.

Uncomplicated box-like or cylindrical buildings are fine. Octogonal shaped buildings are especailly
auspicious as they look like the shape of the "Pakua".

Western Shapes

Many Feng Shui practitioners, wrongly, adopted Western symbolism to determine bad or good
|Ich|ill:

Crosses taken as symbols of death.

Downward pointing arrow shapes as "falling luck".

Hexagonal windows as coffin-like.

House Spirits

Superstitious Chinese will avoid houses where people had died. They would avoid buying old
houses where the chances of death are greater.

Old buildings or buildings where people died should be consecrated by a suitable priest. There
should be sprinkling of some "holy" water, like that with sliced lemon in it (similar to "sintok"
bath water). One could also walk in with a flute (symbolizing a sword) and a flower vase
(symbolizing security and peace).



Feng Shui Tips for Real Estate

Feng Shui is one of the ancient Chinese methods that provide insight for sustainable living as
well as harmonious relationship between people, time, space and the environment. They define
in terms of energy which they called “chi”. This method gives precise information to design your
living area in alignment with the opportunities and your needs.

There are generally two types of Feng Shui you will find out there: traditional and modern style.
Each Feng Shui master has different interpretations of the principles to be followed. They may
agree in some, and disagree on other points.

This guide doesn't follow one school of feng shui exclusively. Instead, it gives an overview of
different methods and provides practical steps that you can use to introduce feng shui into your
own area.

PROPERTY

Like in real estate, location plays a key role in Feng Shui. The correct location of our home,
where we spend more of our time, is the primary key to having good Feng Shui.

So, just what are the things that we should look out for?

Situate your home within the natural landscape, floral and fauna that represents life and more
positive energy.

Mountains and hills: The hills and mountains should lie behind the house (south-facing), because
they provide protection against harsh winds from the north.

Rivers and roads: Rivers and roads are considered favorable as long as they’re not too fast-
moving and don’t point directly at the home’s entrance.

Pools and ponds: Pools and ponds are particularly valuable to the south and west of a house,
where they'll cool warm summer winds. Pools and ponds should never have straight edges.

A flat terrain is acceptable in Feng shui but it is better if the land at the back of the house is
higher that at the front. As a general rule it is ideal if the house sits on land that is higher or the
same level as the road. Try to avoid a house that sits on land that is lower than the access road.
Lot Shape

Feng shui favors lot shapes that are balanced, such as squares or rectangles. Feng shui considers
triangular, trapezoidal, and L-shaped lots less favorable since the irregular contours of the lot
can trap chi or prohibit it from entering. The worst shape is a triangle.

Manmade Structures to Avoid:

a. Bridges, off ramps, and tunnels - Highly trafficked areas generate a wild and overwhelming
chi.

b. Churches and houses of worship - Though these sites don’t attract bad chi, they can attract
such intense chi that it overwhelms the chi of your home.

c. Garbage dumps, sewers, and landfills - Bad chi is attracted to refuse and rot.
d. Hospitals, cemeteries, and funeral homes - Bad chi clings to places of death and sickness.

e. Military bases, police stations, and prisons - With their connotations of war and violence, they
generate mostly bad chi.

f. Power stations - These stations generate massive amounts of electromagnetic energy and bad
chi.

g. Railroads and airports - Large, loud, fast-moving machines discourage gentle, flowing chi.



h. Schools - Schools are loaded with energy that can overwhelm the chi within your home.
If you do live close to any of these locations, you can still protect the chi in your home by
following these guidelines:

1. Face your front door away from the location.

2. Put curtains on the windows that face the location.

3. Get more secure windows or double windows.



